[Primary venous mesenterial thrombosis in three patients].
Three patients, a woman aged 72, a man aged 25 and a woman aged 42 years, presented at the casualty department with a subacute form of primary venous mesenterial thrombosis. As symptoms and laboratory findings are aspecific, CT scan is the gold standard for the diagnosis of this condition. In these patients no cause or predisposing factor was detected, so the disease was considered to be primary. Treatment generally consists of anticoagulant therapy and if peritonitis is present operation is indicated. Hyperdynamic circulation and inotropica are indicated after surgery and in cases of critical illness. Based on clinical findings the third patient was treated successfully with anticoagulants only. The other two also underwent partial small intestinal resection. All three patients were discharged in good health and were prescribed lifelong anticoagulants. If a cause of venous mesenterial thrombosis can be found, this must first be treated before deciding on whether lifelong treatment with anticoagulants is indicated.